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Exec.uti vc Order Numb0r 3-48 

1'0 TFE PEOPLE OF GUJ\.M: 

Sul1ject: !monument 0f the Probate Code of Gu11m, 

"TmBEAS1 time is of the essence in accomplishing chanrcs in 
tl1e Probate Coc'l.c of Guam vihich ;>re necessary to facilJ tate and 
im11lement tho land rehabilltaticn progrnm of Guam, und 

WBEHEAS, r:nde:r the present provis:Lons of the Probate Cede of 
Guam adequate provisj_on :i.s not made for the settlement or eom­
promise of claims by executors or administrators on behalf of the 
estates of deceased persons, and1 

1·\'HEHEAS, there av· '3.rs to be no satisfactory way for the 
exocutor or arl.ministra·· .r to settle the claim of the estate with 
the Government wi thm:t going through a cvmbersome procedure with 
reference to gj_ving notif!e to the pul)lic or persons wloo have 
filed appearC�nf!es as hell's, ,df!'.-J.sees, lsr-;atees, creditors, or to 
other parties in interest, B'� 

WBEHE.AS 1 a cor.1promise should be authorized by the Court when 
it appears to be just CJ.nd for tho best interest of the estate wit;, · 

out sv.bj ecti!1g the probate of the est3te to unnecessary delay in 
the matter of giving notice, and 

1"!HEREAS, the takings by eminent domain on Guam are a matter 
of common kno':!ledgo and tberc -.;1pears to be no good r·�ason for 
delc:tyi:·H; tho settlement of estates and for the pccying to U:c . 
proper ;Jarties in interest of -�he sums to which t:w7 ere eL'l:l-�lod 
by virtue of such takings, since these pe.rt::i.e.s have p'rovioc::.sl;r 
been serv·eu w.Ltb proct�ss, Qnd 

v.�-JEREAS 1 it is est1mated that there will b0 a total of four 
tbov.sand procedures in probate, of which forty to fifty pe:.:cent 
will involve proceedings in compronise of clain:s :J.rj_s:\ng 1·c om 
l:mO. acquisition, this change is vi tal to_ the cxjjocl.� ':.ouc: :-:2.ndJ.­
ing of the land cases, Of the 40% to ;;-o;;, an est1n1ai�.1 2�(·, will 
involve expensive servico of nc�ice by publication, ��ich un­
noccss2ry expon3e nrust be borno by t�e Gov�rrunent unless imposed 
upon the land owner, If imposed upon th8 land owner it wovld in 
many cases leave him practically without compensation for his 
claim; if borne by the Crovernment it w1ll reduce comuensurc. tely 
tho amount made a.vailable for payment of claims or o'Cl12r so:eviccs 
or work necessary for carrying out the land rehabilitation pro­
gram, and 
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1"P.E.REAS, aclec·uate provi s ion maclP. for tl1e sottlcmwnt of claJ:J>s 
ap;::tinst tl:e Gcwernme nt by U•e administrator without the rw ccssit:; 
of notice of compromise to other parties in interest �ill �elievc 
Gv.nrJanian citizer.s of consider:.�iJ.I e e�:pense and lc·ss of tiJ:Je in 
mari:ing l'.!mecessary court appearances, and 

"1""'Rl''P: S th 1 "l' t "' " 'L � i" f' tl ·, .. .. , ·.··' · �····· '· ., ·· ..... ,. , e ce e_ ot ... re-O.lll .... n o.. 1e J .. - .  .... . . . J ... . ,,�e 
estates in probate \'!ill exD2dito tho ;·esettJ3men: r,;· \.:, ... , �-,,ople 
of Guam on their l.qnds and- cnahlc tht;:n to utiJ.:L"�� t� ·� )�;l:r·(-�cnt c:C 
these claiv.s for th,; immec'.ic:.·�e buildLJg of hor:ws ancl bustnesses, 

!WY! 1TI�FC.F0�1E, Tl: P:�oate Code of Gcc.sm is Lorebf al·LTded 
by tl:.e ins<?.J'tion there . .. n of a new Qeccion llcnber 588, Ch:J.pter V:!:IJ 
which reads as fcllows1 

''Any claim of an es tatn acainst the United States, 
the FD \it.i.l Gove:LDm<3n·!. . -;_· Gl-<:U11, 0r 8.11Y sub(1� vj_s�� c:..1. 
therc,:\'f, m2y be �_o:::�:.�:-(:rnisec� or c..::�1J�C"1.-.:r;Jec: hy t.he 
eY"'Cl·t· . .-.. 1' or �olr•�-·�-,.,.-· -- , - � - �- ·* or �.-.lj .l,--!. t�JC' �---�"'1'",.'···:·1 ,-�-�:- +·he .... ..... . -.1 • d. � . - "' . .• . .... . ' ' - v ,_ ' ;,... ' . ... -. ' ··-· ..... .. v 
Islnn::l Cotn·G or -�;n_�-"- :·: . n" Ccn.u.,t,. �h:l:� .:t�-JJ:"",i·,:_·,al Y:�ay 
be , . ,  ·en b" �l'c , ... -, .. ·i: ::�pon 'lDD � .�,,t" .... C' ·:v' 0" -c- �,. . . .. t.. "" , .Jt..... . , 1: .... .. .L .• ..- � .. l, .. , t ... ..x. 
ec"l...,_to·c· o:r s.c:mir.istrs.·c-c..c in VJri-::.-�ng st:.vwir;:_:_ the t:e:rms 
agreeJ upo�J by the pertieso AT1�rov2l may be g1·0nt8d 
without ·not ice ta th\'� ·;:· ·-·:ic Ol" to ti;e persons 'liho 
have �ilcd appearance as 11eirs, devisees, le�atees, 
c reditors, or as othe rw:i :;e interested, or to other 
parties in interest." 

C?iven under my ha.nd at Agana, Guam, this 26th day of 
March, A. D., 1948, 

AU'L'FENTICATED: 

..... ,.�/!_:�·/ . .. ,/ . 
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�J. B, Al-IDERso�(----­
Civil Administrator 
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C Ollii:h r j: ;;;:-y;p_ s --,, B " , "D" & "I" 

Guam Nev;s ('2) 
NnvGovt "C" "D" ' & "E" 

/s/ C, A. POWNALL 

,. 

C. A. POiJI]'.)AJ"L 
Governor of Guam 
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